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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


York, January 20, of the present year. The President, Dr. 
Wilbur, in an introductory address, very well summarized the aims 
and achievements of the society. 

Dr. Nathan Allen, of Lowell, Mass., read a paper on “In¬ 
sanity, in its relations to the medical profession and lunatic 
hospitals.” 

Dr. C. L. Dana read a paper on “ Asylum superintendents and 
the needs of the insane in this country,” giving some statistics re¬ 
lating to insanity.” 

Dr. E. C. Seguin read a paper on “The function of a consult¬ 
ing staff in lunatic hospitals.” 

Dr. J. C. Shaw gave the results of his experience in the aboli¬ 
tion of restraint in the Flatbush Insane Asylum, 

These papers were discussed by Drs. Beard, M. Putnam Jacobi, 
Morton, Garrish, and others. 

The titles of these papers indicate, in part at least, the objects 
of this Association, which was founded in Cleveland, Ohio, July 
1, 1881. Since that time three meetings have been held—two in 
New York and one in Boston. The special aims of the Associa¬ 
tion, as stated in the constitution, are to encourage the scientific 
study of insanity by the profession in and out of asylums, to en¬ 
lighten public sentiment in regard to the needs of the insane, to 
diminish the increasing taxation for the support of the insane 
population, and to advocate such legislation as shall ensure thor¬ 
ough supervision of asylums, public and private. 

Indirectly as well as directly these objects are being accom¬ 
plished, though very important tasks remain. The Society al¬ 
ready has a good and increasing membership, its meetings are well 
attended, and a number of eminent physicians and laymen, 
including several officers of asylums, are enrolled on its list and 
earnestly engaged in its behalf. [g. m. b.] 


Our distinguished collaborator in Paris, M. Charcot, has just 
been appointed to the Chair of the Clinic of Diseases of the Ner¬ 
vous System in the Faculty of Medicine of Paris. This Chair, it 
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seems, was created for M. Charcot by special decree of the Min¬ 
ister of Public Instruction, at the solicitation of the Faculty. The 
creation of this Chair and M. Charcot’s appointment to it, is a 
graceful rectification of the previously existing anomaly that the 
most distinguished neurologist of his country should have been 
Professor of Pathological Anatomy in this same Faculty. 

M. Charcot’s many American friends, familiar with his contri¬ 
butions to neurology and general medicine either through his 
writings or by reason of the cordial reception that he has always 
extended to them at his clinic at Le Salpetriere, congratulate him 
on his enlarged sphere of usefulness. [w. j. m.] 


It is not without precedent, established both at home and 
abroad, that we include among our original contributions one from 
a non-medical writer. 

In a journal that treats of mental disease, psychological and 
historical parallels have their place and interest. The case of 
Guiteau is still too fresh in our minds not to render of extreme 
interest a parallel found in the lives of any of the mental anoma¬ 
lies of the past, and we take pleasure in presenting that of 
Vanini, a famous Italian. [w. j. m.] 



